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Union Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth, who is
currently in Moscow to at-
tend the May 9 Victory Day
Parade, met with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
Friday and expressed grati-
tude for Russia's support in
India's fight against terror-
ism.

Sharing a post on X, Seth
wrote, "Honoured to meet
President Vladimir Putin
during my Russia visit. Rep-
resented India at the ban-
quet marking the 80th
Victory Day anniversary. Ex-
pressed gratitude for Rus-
sia's support in India's fight
against terrorism under the
leadership of Hon'ble PM
Shri @narendramodi Jee."

Sanjay Seth also laid a
wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier and met
Russian Deputy Defence
Minister Col Gen Alexander
Fomin to discuss deepening
military and technical coop-
eration on Thursrday. He
thanked Russia for its sup-
port against crossborder ter-
rorism, with both sides
agreeing to enhance ties
through existing frame-
works and regular consulta-
tions.

In a post on X, Seth said,
"Today I attended a bilateral
meeting with Russian Dep-
uty Defence Minister Colo-
nel General Alexander
Fomin. In this meeting, I
thanked the Government
and people of Russia for
Russia's support in India's
fight against cross-border
terrorism."

The post further said,
"Also, there was a positive
discussion on multifaceted
military and military-tech-
nical cooperation. In the
meeting, we agreed to
further deepen these rela-
tions within the framework
of existing institutional
mechanisms. India and Rus-

sia will continue regular
consultations in the future
and enhance mutual coop-
eration in the changing situ-
ation."

Seth arrived in Moscow
on Thursday and was re-
ceived by Ambassador
Vinay Kumar and Major
General Oleg Molessev of
the Russian Defence Minis-
try.
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India hits out at Islamabad for
targetting religious places

UNFAIR PRACTICES| India claims Gurudwara in Poonch, in particular, was
attacked by Pakistan, and some local members of the Sikh community

IANS
NEW DELHI

As Pakistani troops continued
resorting to heavy mortar
shelling on the Indian side
along the Line of Control
(LoC), India on Friday
slammed the rogue nation for
specifically targetting relig-
ious places labelling it as a
"new low even for Pakistan".

"We have seen the Pakistani
side targetting and shelling
places of worship with a par-
ticular design, including gurd-
waras, churches and temples.
This is a new low even for Pak-
istan," Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri said during a
special media briefing on Op-
eration Sindoor in New Delhi.

Misri not only highlighted
Pakistani Army's attack on a
Gurdwara in Poonch - which
resulted in the death of some
local members of the Sikh
community, including the

Ragi of the Gurdwara - but
also the shelling on Christian
schools, exposing Pakistan's
false claims of not targetting
any religious places.

"The Gurudwara in Poonch,
in particular, was attacked by

Pakistan, and some local
members of the Sikh commu-
nity, including a Ragi of the
Gurdwara, lost their lives in
this incident, as I shared yes-
terday," he added.

"We do have some informa-

tion about this extremely re-
grettable and condemnable
incident. During heavy shel-
ling across the Line of Control
in the early morning of 7th
May, a shell fired from Pakis-
tan landed just behind the
Christ School run by the Car-
melites of the Mary Immacu-
late Congregation in Poonch.
Tragically, the shell fired from
Pakistan hit the home of two
students of the Christ School.
Both students unfortunately
lost their lives, and their par-
ents were severely injured," he
said.

"Another Pakistani shell
struck a Christian Convent of
Nuns belonging to the Con-
gregation of Mother of Car-
mel, damaging water tanks
and destroying solar panel in-
frastructure. Several priests,
nuns, school staff and local
residents took refuge in an
underground hall beneath the
school during the shelling by

Pakistan. The school was for-
tunately closed at that time
otherwise more losses would
have occurred," the Foreign
Secretary detailed.

The Indian Army on Thurs-
day strongly condemned the
killing of innocent civilians in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district, vowing that
such attacks will be met with
resolute and punitive action.

Pakistan's "provocative and
escalatory actions" continued
on Thursday night as it tar-
getted Indian cities and civil-
ian infrastructure in addition
to the military targets.

"The official and blatantly
farcical denial of these attacks
carried out by Pakistan, made
by the Pakistani state ma-
chinery, is yet another
example of their duplicity and
the new depths they are sink-
ing to in their quest for dis-
information," Misri
mentioned on Friday.

Blackouts imposed,
advisories issued
amid rising tension
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

While the armed forces suc-
cessfully foiled the drones at-
tack by Pakistan Thursday
night, the Punjab government
enforced blackouts in several
bordering districts including
Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Amrit-
sar, Tarn Taran, Muktsar,
Bathinda, Ferozepur and
Moga and issued advisories
asking people to exercise cau-
tion in the backdrop of esca-
lating tension with Pakistan.

The power supply was re-
stored only around 5.30 am on
Friday in the districts named
above.

On Friday, the government
asked the public and private
institutes and establishments
to strictly follow the blackout
instructions, and ordered all

the market places across the
state, Chandigarh, as well as
parts of Haryana including
Panchkula, to shut down from
7 pm the display boards and
hoardings of their establish-
ment. The medicine shops
were exempted from the
order.

The government also re-
peatedly said that there was
no reason to panic and asked
people not to indulge in panic
buying or stockpiling various
essentials.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment deputed 10 ministers
to monitor and review the pre-
paredness of all essential ser-
vices including hospitals and
fire stations in the border dis-
tricts of the state.

PUNJAB

Gujarat govt bans
use of drones,
firecrackers
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government on
Friday imposed a ban on the
use of drones and firecrackers
till May 15 in light of the mili-
tary conflict between India
and Pakistan.

The government also
warned of taking strict action
against those social media
users who "spread anti-na-
tional sentiments".

"No firecrackers or drones
will be allowed in any func-
tions or events until the 15th of
this month. Kindly cooperate
and follow the guidelines,"
Gujarat Minister of State for
Home Harsh Sanghavi said in
a post on X.

Earlier in the day, Sanghavi
chaired a meeting with state
police officials through video
conference in Gandhinagar.

The meeting was at-
tended by state Director
General of Police (DGP)
Vikas Sahay, Intelligence
Bureau officials, Police
Commissioners, Range In-
spector Generals, district
superintendents of police
and cyber crime officials, an
official release said.

:Police personnel stand guard at the Jagannath Temple,
amid tight security in the wake of the ongoing military
conflict between India and Pakistan in Puri on Friday

Newlywed soldiers answer nation’s call
Washim/Rajgarh: In moments when personal joy and na-
tional duty clash, only a few rise to embody the spirit of true
patriotism. Two such sons of India, Krishna Raju Ambhore
from Washim, Maharashtra, and Mohit Rathore from Rajgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, have shown the nation what unshakable
dedication looks like -- leaving behind their newlywed wives
to report for military duty. Hailing from the small village of
Jaulka in Washim, Krishna Raju Ambhore, just days into his
married life, received a call from his unit in Uttarakhand. There
was no hesitation. The moment duty called, Krishna packed his
bags and prepared to leave.

His bride’s eyes were full of tears, but Krishna’s heart was
filled with resolve -- to serve and protect. "I am posted in Utta-
rakhand. Our leaves have been cancelled.

‘Muslims of India stand with the nation’: Patriotic
chants mark first Friday Namaz after Op Sindoor
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

Patriotic fervor swept across
Uttar Pradesh during the first
Friday namaz since the launch
of Operation Sindoor, as
members of the Muslim com-
munity came out strongly in
support of the Indian Army
and denounced Pakistan’s ac-
tions. From the lanes of Luck-
now to the mosques of
Sambhal and Varanasi, the

post-namaz atmosphere was
charged with chants of “Hin-
dustan Zindabad” and “Pakis-
tan Murdabad”.

In a powerful statement of
national unity, Muslim
leaders and worshippers de-
clared their loyalty to India
and demanded a tough re-
sponse to Pakistan. Maulana
Khalid Rashid Farangi Ma-
hali, a prominent cleric from
Lucknow, said, “Muslims in
India are with the country

and the Indian Army. Pakis-
tan’s cowardly attack de-
serves a strong and decisive
reply.”

A striking moment un-
folded in Sambhal where, mo-
ments after Friday prayers at
the Jama Masjid, hundreds of
Muslims raised slogans cel-
ebrating India and the armed
forces. Cries of “Indian Army
Zindabad” echoed in the air,
with people condemning Pak-
istan’s actions in unison.

Shad Adil, a community
representative, said, “Forty
crore Muslims of India support
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. We prayed for India’s
progress and world peace
today.” He added that Pakistan
holds “no standing before a
strong and united India.”

Masood Hussain Farooqui
declared he was willing to lay
down his life for the country,
saying, “I am ready to give my
blood for Hindustan.”

MoS Seth thanks Putin for support
India in fight against terror

300-400
drones...

“Pakistan military also re-
sorted to firing of heavy cal-
ibre weapons along the LoC.
Along the international
border and LoC drone intru-
sions were attempted.”

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, who chaired the brief-
ing, charged that instead of
owning up to the strikes,
Pakistan made “farcical de-
nials” on its attempts to tar-
get military installations in
India. He said, “These pro-
vocative actions that were
taken by Pakistan last night
were targeted at Indian cities
and civilian infrastructure in
addition to some military
targets. The Indian Armed
Forces responded ad-
equately and responsibly. I
want to underline that the
official denial of these attacks
by the Pakistani state ma-
chinery is an example of
their duplicity.”

Earlier in the day, the Ad-
ditional Directorate General
of Public Information, Army,
had stated that Pakistan
Armed Forces launched
multiple attacks using
drones and other munitions
along entire Western Border
on the intervening night May
8-9 and that Pakistani troops
had also resorted to numer-
ous ceasefire violations
(CFVs) along the Line of Con-
trol in Jammu and Kashmir.
However, it had added that
“the drone attacks were ef-
fectively repulsed and a be-
fitting reply was given to the
CFVs.”

Pak’s drone
attacks...

Missile attacks in Hoshiar-
pur and drone strikes at the
Pathankot airbase were also
successfully thwarted. Three
blasts were heard in Gurdas-
pur, while air-raid sirens
were triggered in Amritsar
and Barmer. Electronic
media reported that four
drones were shot down over
Amritsar. Military sources
highlighted Pakistan’s in-
creased movement of com-
mercial aircraft near its
airbases—viewed as a tac-
tical cover to prevent Indian
retaliation. These coor-
dinated attacks were termed
an “evil design” by Indian de-
fence sources, who con-
firmed that India’s air
defence network remained
on high alert and fully effec-
tive in neutralising threats.

Shah reviews
security...

Those who attended the
meeting included Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, Director of Intelli-
gence Bureau Tapan Deka,
Directors General of the BSF,
CISF and the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security. There has
been heightened tension be-
tween India and Pakistan fol-
lowing India's strike on
multiple locations in Pakis-
tan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir on Wednesday and
Pakistan's attempts to hit In-
dian military sites on Thurs-
day, which were thwarted by
the Indian armed forces.

PM meets
Rajnath...

Defence officials said the
the attacks were intercepted
by India's air defence sys-
tems, including the S-400
missile defence system, pre-
venting significant damage.

Addressing a joint press
briefing, Colonel Sofiya Qu-
reshi said that in a major es-
calation along India's
western front, the Pakistani
army carried out multiple
airspace violations and
drone intrusions on the night
of May 7 and 8, targeting In-
dian military infrastructure.

Qureshi revealed that 300
to 400 drones were deployed
across 36 locations, with sev-
eral being shot down by In-
dian forces using both kinetic
and non-kinetic methods. In-
itial investigations suggest the
drones were Turkish-made
Asisguard Songar models.

"On the night of May 7 and 8,
the Pakistani army violated
Indian airspace several times
over the entire western
border to target military in-
frastructure. Not only this,
the Pakistani army also fired
heavy-calibre weapons along
the Line of Control. Around
300 to 400 drones were used
to attempt infiltration at 36
locations," she said.

No leave for
public...

The meeting also re-
viewed the state s civil de-
fence measures and
inter-departmental coor-
dination. The CM instructed
all departments to remain on
high alert and be prepared to
handle any situation swiftly.
The meeting was attended
by Chief Secretary Anurag
Jain, Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Home) JN Kansotiya,
ACS Rajesh Rajora and DGP
Kailash Makwana, among
other senior officials.

Leaves of
cops...

A formal PHQ notification
stated, "All leaves for police
personnel in the state have
been cancelled." It further
instructed district police
chiefs to monitor all public
events religious, political, or
social and ensure prior per-
mission is taken from com-
petent authorities before
such gatherings are held.

Police have been told to
strictly check for arms, am-
munition, or explosives in
both public and private
spaces, including during pro-
cessions, protests, religious
events, and weddings. Pos-
session of any item deemed a
threat to public safety will be
treated as a criminal offence.

Violators will be booked
under Section 223 of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and Section 163 of the Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita (BNSS).

Indore
country’s...

The city’s success hinged
on partnerships with NGOs,
community leaders, and
schools to provide sustainable
support. "This wasn’t just
about removing people from
streets; it was about giving
them a chance to rebuild
their lives," said district pro-
gramme officer Ramnivas
Budholia. The initiative has
been lauded as a humane and
systemic approach to tackling
urban poverty, offering a scal-
able model for cities across
India. As the nation looks to
Indore for inspiration, this
milestone reflects the power
of coordinated governance,
community engagement, and
a commitment to inclusive
development.
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