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UP SHOCKER| The woman was once engaged to his 17-yr-old son

PTI
RAMPUR

A 55-year-old man in Uttar
Pradesh's Rampur district al-
legedly married a woman who
was initially engaged to his 17-
year-old son, leaving his family
shocked and distraught, offi-
cials said on Friday.

The incident occurred re-
cently in Bansnagali village
and came to light on Thursday
following the family's claims.

Last week, Shakeel left for
Delhi on the pretext of work.
He later called his wife and
other family members from

the capital to inform them that
he had married Ayesha.

"The woman who was sup-
posed to be my daughter-in-
law has now become my

husband's wife," Shabana said,
expressing her distress over
the situation and the fact that
she now shares her home with
someone who was once con-

sidered a prospective
daughter-in-law.

Meanwhile, the police say
that no complaint has been
filed, so far, in the matter.

PM’s healthcare
reforms
benefitted poor:
Shah in B'luru
IANS
BENGALURU

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has stated that the
major initiatives undertaken
by the Centre in the health
sector have significantly
benefitted the populace,
particularly the marginal-
ised and weaker sections of
society. He said this after in-
augurating the Bengaluru
campus of Adichunchana-
giri University and BGS
Medical College and Hospi-
tal on Friday.

The event was organised by
the Sri Adichunchanagiri Ma-
hasamsthana Math at BGS
MCH Campus in Nagarur on
the outskirts of Bengaluru.

India to organise Yoga Day
events in 191 countries today

Woman killed,
dragged 100
metres by tiger
in Karnataka
PTI
CHAMARAJANAGARA (KARNATAKA)

A 32-year-old woman was
killed in a tiger attack near
Omkar range in Chamara-
janagara district under
Bandipur Tiger Reserve li-
mits, officials said on Fri-
day.

The deceased was ident-
ified as Puttamma, a resi-
dent of Gundlupet taluk of
this district, they said.

According to forest offi-
cials, the incident occurred
on Thursday afternoon
when the woman was herd-
ing her cattle. The tiger at-
tacked the woman and
dragged her for 100 meters
from the spot.

As soon as the villagers
came to know about the
incident, they informed the
forest department officials
who reached the place.

Delhi police busts fake degree racket,
five held; several forged docus seized

Karnataka MLA's
corruption charge
against own govt

Dad of six elopes with
minor son’s ex-fiance

‘SNAKE’ SIGHTING IN
METRO CAUSES PANIC
Women scramble to escape
unwanted ‘co-passenger’

PTI
NEW DELHI

India will organise thematic
events and programmes in
1,300 cities across the globe to
mark the International Day of
Yoga on Saturday, showcasing
the nation's ancient tradition
and soft power.

The Indian High Commis-
sion in Pakistan is also organ-
ising a yoga event in Islamabad
on the occasion, according to a
statement issued on Friday by

the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR), the cultural
arm of the Ministry of External
Affairs.

"On the 10th anniversary of
International Day of Yoga, we
will practically cover every
country in the world where
yoga events are being organ-
ised. In some countries like the
US, we are hosting multiple
events across various cities,"
ICCR's Director General, K
Nandini Singla, was quoted as
saying in a statement.

PTI
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has busted a
large-scale fake degree
racket and arrested five
people for their alleged in-
volvement in fabricating
and distributing forged aca-
demic certificates, an offi-
cial on Friday said.

The operation has led to
the recovery of hundreds of
counterfeit documents
from multiple universities
across India, police said.

"The accused were run-
ning a highly organised
syndicate that operated
through coaching centres
and educational consul-
tancies, primarily in Delhi
and the National Capital
Region (NCR), offering fake
and backdated degrees,
mark sheets and migration
certificates in exchange for
hefty payments from stu-
dents," said Special Com-
missioner of Police (CP),
Crime Branch, Devesh
Chandra Srivastva.

"In addition, 20 mobile
phones and six laptops
were seized, which upon
forensic inspection, re-
vealed more than 5,000 to

5,500 soft copies of similar

fake academic documents,
including degrees in BA,
B.Sc, B.Com, B.Tech, BAMS,
B.Ed, MBA and MA," he
added.

The operation was initi-
ated after a team received
credible information re-
garding certain institutions
in Delhi and surrounding
areas offering fake degrees
in exchange for money, po-
lice said.

RECOVERY

The officer said that
228 forged mark
sheets, 27 fake de-

gree certificates and 20
counterfeit migration
certificates purportedly
issued by various univer-
sities across the country
were recovered during
the operation.

IANS
BENGALURU

A purported audio clip of the
Deputy Chairman of Karna-
taka State Policy and Planning
Commission and Congress
MLA B.R. Patil surfaced on
Friday, alleging rampant cor-
ruption in the Housing De-
partment.

In the audio clip, MLA Patil
claims that if he reveals the in-
formation he possesses, the
very foundation of the Con-
gress-led government will be
shaken.

The Karnataka BJP unit has
demanded a judicial probe
into the allegations. It also
urged Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah to secure the resigna-
tion of Housing Minister
Zameer Ahmad Khan.

In the audio clip of a pur-
ported telephonic conversa-
tion, MLA Patil, who
represents the Aland Assem-
bly constituency in Kalaburagi
district, is heard speaking to
Minister Zameer’s personal
secretary, Sarfaraz Khan. Patil
expresses his outrage and
questions the secretary over
the alleged bribery involved in
the allotment of houses in vil-
lages within his constituency.

“Houses are being allotted
only to those who have paid
bribes. I am saddened to raise

this complaint against my own
government. A total of 950
houses across different vil-
lages have been allotted after
taking money from the bene-
ficiaries. My recommendation
letters are being ignored. In-
stead, preference is given to
the list submitted by the Gram
Panchayat President,” MLA
Patil is heard saying.

Personal Secretary Sarfaraz
Khan is heard trying to pacify
him, asking Patil to submit his
own list of beneficiaries, assur-
ing that houses would be al-
lotted to them as well.

Following the release of the
audio clip, MLA Patil has not
issued any public response.
There has been no reaction
from the Congress party as
well.

Congress MLA B.R. Patil
with Leader of Opposi-
tion in LS Rahul Gandhi

THE INCIDENT: Shakeel, a
father of six and grandfather to
three, frequently communicated

with a 22-year-old woman, Ayesha (name
changed), from a nearby village, after
their daughter's wedding last month, his
wife Shabana said. When questioned,
Shakeel claimed he was arranging Aye-
sha's marriage with his son, Aman (name
changed).
Initially, the family resisted the union cit-

ing both financial constraints and Aman's
age, but Shabana alleged that Shakeel
forced the match by being verbally and
physically aggressive.
Aman, however, said that he grew suspi-
cious of his father's behaviour after no-
ticing frequent calls between him and
Ayesha. "Once, I checked his phone and
found some objectionable content invol-
ving him," Aman explained, adding that
he later refused to proceed with the
wedding.

IANS
NEW DELHI

A hoax snake sighting in a
Delhi Metro coach led to
pandemonium as panic-
struck passengers in the
ladies-only coach climbed
onto seats and looked to es-
cape to other coaches for
safety. An inspection of the
coach later led to the re-
covery of a baby lizard, an of-
ficial said on Friday.

A video of the chaotic de-
velopments in the coach of a
Blue Line train went viral on
social media on Thursday,
with some passengers seen
shrieking in fright in the
video before evacuation.

The video also shows one
of the passengers pressing
the emergency stop button,
bringing the train to a halt
for everyone to deboard at
the Akshardham Metro sta-
tion.

The chaos lasted a few
minutes after one of the
commuters raised an alarm,
claiming that she had
spotted a ‘snake’s tail’, said an
official.

Though none of the pas-
sengers could see the ‘rep-
tile’, many women travellers
were frightened and took
evasive measures – like
climbing the steel seats – to
avoid contact with the
‘snake’.

UK college row
echoes in Kolkata
Bengal BJP head, London doctor
detained after roadside meet

PTI
KOLKATA

In a dramatic flashpoint echoing the UK's 'Kellogg College Lec-
ture' controversy, West Bengal BJP chief Sukanta Majumdar
and London-based doctor Rajatshubhra Bandyopadhyay were
detained by the police on Friday, moments after a brief road-
side interaction outside the latter's Kolkata residence, sparking
a political uproar.

Bandyopadhyay, a British passport holder with roots in
South Kolkata, was later released.

The BJP alleged that the detention was linked to the doctor's
now-famous confrontation with Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee during a lecture at Kellogg College, Oxford University, in
March.

At that time, Bandyopadhyay had asked Banerjee to name a
single major industry that had come to Bengal during her ten-
ure, following which the event descended into chaos and uni-
versity security had to intervene.
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