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Six years after the sensa-
tional Pollachi sexual assault
and extortion case came to
light, all nine men arrested in
connection with the crime
were convicted and sentenced
to "life imprisonment till
death" by a Mahila
Court here on Tues-
day.

Judge R Nandhini
Devi who pro-
nounced the quan-
tum of punishment,
ordered compensa-
tion of Rs 85 lakh to
the eight victims.

The nine accused--
Rishwanth alias N Sa-
barirajan, K Thiruna-
vukkarasu, M
Sathish, T Vasantha-
kumar, R Manivan-
nan alias Mani, P
Babu alias 'Bike'

Babu, K Arulanantham, T Ha-
ronimus Paul, and M Arunku-
mar - all aged between 30 and
39 - were brought to the court
from the Salem Central Prison
earlier in the day amidst tight
security.

Arulanantham is a former
AIADMK functionary who
was expelled from the party in

the wake of his alleged involve-
ment in the crime.

CBI Special Public Prosecu-
tor Surenda Mohan told re-
porters that all nine accused
were charged with Sections
376 D (gang rape) and 376 (2)
(n) (repeated rape on the same
woman) of the erstwhile In-
dian Penal Code (IPC).

How Akash missile hunts, locks, and destroys
Online Report
NEW DELHI

As the Indian airspace came
under extreme threat from
Pakistani drones, missiles and
unmanned combat aerial ve-
hicles (UCAVS) following Op-
eration Sindoor, a
home-made asset stepped up 
to the challenge.

The Akash missile began
taking down the targets that 
were overwhelming the In-
dian airspace after launched
by Pakistan from across the
border.

Its success in neutralising
the targets during Operation 
Sindoor showed its advanced
capabilities, high success rate
in defending Indian assets

and why it needs to be cel-
ebrated more.
What is Akash?

The Akash missile system, 
developed by India’s Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), is a
medium-range, mobile sur-
face-to-air missile (SAM) de-
signed to neutralise aerial
threats such as fighter jets,
drones, cruise missiles, and
air-to-surface missiles.

Akash operates on a com-
mand-guidance system with 
datalink for mid-course cor-
rections and switches to active
radar homing in the terminal
phase.

The missile is propelled by
an integrated ramjet-rocket
engine, allowing it to maintain

supersonic speeds (Mach 1.8
to 2.5) throughout its flight.

Its range extends up to 25–

45 km, with the ability to in-
tercept targets at altitudes up
to 20 km. The missile carries a

60 kg high-explosive, pre-
fragmented warhead, deton-
ated by a digital proximity

fuse for maximum impact.
The Akash system is sup-

ported by a sophisticated
radar network. The Rajendra
phased array radar can track 
up to 64 targets and guide 
eight missiles simultaneously,
while the 3D Central Acquisi-
tion Radar (3D CAR) provides
long-range surveillance and
target acquisition.

Each Akash battery is fully
mobile, capable of protecting
both stationary and moving
assets, and can engage
multiple threats simulta-
neously.
Role in Operation Sindoor

During Operation Sindoor,
the Akash missile system was 
pivotal in repelling waves of
drones and missile attacks

launched by Pakistan along
the western front.

Integrated into India’s
multi-layered air defense net-
work, Akash batteries suc-
cessfully intercepted hostile
aerial targets, preventing
enemy breaches and protect-
ing critical infrastructure.

Military officials high-
lighted its “stellar perform-
ance,” with the system 
engaging multiple targets
simultaneously and demon-
strating a high kill probability.

The Akash’s indigenous de-
sign, rapid response capabil-
ity, and integration with
advanced command-and-
control systems like Inte-
grated Air Command and
Control System (IACCS) en-

abled real-time threat neu-
tralisation.

Its success in Operation
Sindoor not only validated its
battlefield effectiveness but
also validated India’s growing
self-reliance in defense tech-
nology.

The DRDO Akash missile’s
robust mechanism-combin-
ing advanced radar, mobile
launchers, and supersonic
command-guided missiles-
proved decisive in Operation
Sindoor.

Its ability to simultaneously
track, target, and destroy
multiple aerial threats en-
sured a high success rate, es-
tablishing Akash as a
cornerstone of India’s air de-
fence shield

‘Won’t take up any official post after retirement’
PTI
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on Tuesday said
though he wasn't going to ac-
cept any post-retirement of-
ficial assignments, he would
continue his innings in law.

Justice Khanna, who was
elevated to the top court in
January 18, 2029, was ap-
pointed as the CJI on No-
vember 11, 2024 and would
be demitting office on Tues-
day.

After the conclusion of the
ceremonial bench proceed-
ings, the CJI met journalists
in the apex court premises
and said, "I will not accept
any post-retirement post ...
.perhaps will do something
with law." Many former apex
court judges begin their in-
nings in arbitration post

judgeship.
"I will have a third innings

and will do something re-
lated to law," the CJI said.

Responding to a query re-
lated to the cash discovery
controversy involving high
court judge Justice Yashwant
Vermam, he said, "Judicial
thinking has to be decisive
and adjudicatory."

He added, "We see plus
and minus points and decide
the issue, then rationally we
weigh various factors that

help us to make a right deci-
sion." The CJI dealt with the
cash row controversy follow-
ing a news report, promp-
ting him to take several
steps, including a prelim-
inary inquiry by Delhi High
Court Chief Justice D K Up-
adhyaya, judicial work being
taken away from Justice
Varma in the Delhi High
Court, and later his transfer
to the Allahabad High Court
sans judicial work.

After the in-house inquiry
panel indicted the judge, the
CJI nudged him to resign
and later wrote to President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
after Justice Varma refused
to tender resignation.

On May 10, CJI-designate
Justice B R Gavai also said no
to any post-retirement as-
signments.
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NCP heads for merger as Pawar
shares stage with nephew Ajit

SPECULATION| The Mumbai event comes after two leaders were seen together Pollachi sex assault case: Life term for 9 convicts

Online Report
MUMBAI

Speculations of a merger of
the two rival camps of the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) have reignited after
NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar
shared the stage with his es-
tranged nephew Ajit Pawar
for a second time in four
days.

NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar shared the stage with
his nephew Ajit, who is the
Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, during an
event in Mumbai.

The Mumbai event comes
after the two leaders were

seen together at a pro-
gramme organised by the
Rayat Shikshan Sanstha in
Satara on Friday. The NCP
founded by Sharad Pawar
split in July 2023 when Ajit
Pawar and MLAs in his sup-

port walked away to join the
ruling Mahayuti alliance of
the BJP and Shiv Sena. After
the split, Ajit Pawar took 40
NCP MLAs along with him,
joining the NDA camp.

The NCP claimed that

rival party’s moves were pri-
marily aimed at addressing
internal dissent ahead of the
local body elections, accord-
ing to sources.

However, sharing a stage
is not new for the leaders of
the rival NCP faction, as on
April 12, Sharad Pawar and
Ajit Pawar attended a Rayat
Shikshan Sanstha council
meeting in Satara.

Earlier in January, Ajit
Pawar's mother had called
for a reunion of her son and
her brother-in-law Sharad
Pawar. Asha Pawar visited
the holy town of Pandharpur
and prayed for a reunion of
her son Ajit and his uncle

Sharad Pawar.
Reacting to Asha's re-

mark, senior NCP leader
Praful Patel had said that he
would be happy if the Pawar
family reunited, saying Sha-
rad Pawar was "like God to
us".

As per reports, 4 out of 10
MLAs of Sharad Pawar's
NCP (SP) faction are in fa-
vour of the reunion.

The speculations of an
NCP merger emerged after
the elder Pawar's camp,
which was part of the op-
position alliance, only man-
aged to win 10 out of the 86
seats in the 2024 Assembly
Elections.
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The southwest monsoon ad-
vanced into parts of the south
Bay of Bengal, south Andaman
Sea, Nicobar Islands and some
areas of the north Andaman
Sea on Tuesday, the India Me-
teorological Department said.

The weather department
said moderate to heavy rainfall
lashed Nicobar Islands in the
past two days.

The strength and depth of
westerly winds over the south
Bay of Bengal, Nicobar Islands

and Andaman Sea increased
in this period, with wind
speeds exceeding 20 knots at
1.5 km above sea level and ex-
tending up to 4.5 km in some
areas.

The Outgoing Longwave
Radiation (OLR), an indicator
of cloudiness, also decreased
over the region. These con-
ditions met the criteria for the
monsoon's onset over the re-
gion, it said.

The weather office said con-
ditions are favourable for the
monsoon to advance further
into more parts of the south

Arabian Sea, Maldives and Co-
morin area; more areas of the
south Bay of Bengal; the entire
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands; remaining parts of the
Andaman Sea; and parts of the
central Bay of Bengal over the
next three to four days. The
primary rain bearing system is
likely to reach Kerala on May
27, earlier than the usual date
of June 1.

If the monsoon arrives in
Kerala as expected, it will be
the earliest onset over the In-
dian mainland since 2009,
when it began on May 23, ac-

cording to IMD data.
Normally, the southwest

monsoon makes its onset over
Kerala by June 1 and covers
the entire country by July 8. It
starts retreating from north-
west India around September
17 and withdraws completely
by October 15.

The IMD had, in April, fore-
cast above-normal cumulative
rainfall in the 2025 monsoon
season, ruling out the possibil-
ity of El Nino conditions,
which are associated with
below-normal rainfall in the
Indian subcontinent.

Monsoon reaches South Bay of Bengal,
Nicobar Islands: Weather office

PREACHING GOD’S MESSAGE
People collect flower petals being thrown by a Bhokta during the last day of the
Manda Puja festival in Ranchi on Tuesday

Four-month-old
infant mauled
to death by pet
Rottweiler
IANS
AHMEDABAD

A four-month-old infant was
mauled to death by a pet
Rottweiler in the Hathijan
area in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad
on Tuesday.

An official said that the inci-
dent occurred at Radhey Resi-
dency when the Rottweiler
reportedly broke free from its
leash and attacked Hina Chau-

han, who was holding her in-
fant niece, Rishika, in her lap.

The dog snatched the baby
and inflicted fatal injuries be-
fore residents could intervene.
Rishika was rushed to the
hospital, but doctors declared
her dead on arrival. Chauhan
sustained injuries and is cur-
rently undergoing treatment
at LG Hospital. CCTV footage
capturing the horrific mo-
ment has gone viral, intensify-
ing public anger.

Residents allege that the
dog had previously displayed
aggressive behaviour and had
attacked others in the society.
They submitted a written
complaint to Vivekanand-
nagar Police Station, demand-
ing strict legal action against
the pet’s owner, Dilipbhai
Patel.
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