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sp Briefs

BERGAMO

Atalanta
clinches CL
spot
Atalanta secured a
coveted Champions
League (CL) spot with a 2-
1 victory over Roma in
Serie A. Ademola Look-
man and Ibrahim Sule-
mana scored for Atalanta,
while Bryan Cristante
netted for Roma. This win
puts Atalanta seven points
clear of Juventus and Lazio
with only two games re-
maining. Meanwhile,
Venezia boosted their
chances of Serie A survival
by defeating Fiorentina 2-
1, moving out of the rel-
egation zone.

NEW DELHI

Kasparov on
Gukesh’s
world title
Chess legend Garry Kas-
parov acknowledged D
Gukesh's world cham-
pionship win as a "phe-
nomenal
accomplishment" but
noted that the Indian is in
a "different situation" as
Magnus Carlsen is widely
considered a superior
player. Kasparov, whose
record as the youngest
champion Gukesh broke,
emphasized that Gukesh
defeated a weakened
Ding Liren. He also
praised the current gener-
ation of Indian chess
players as "Vishy's
children," inspired by Vis-
wanathan Anand.

SEOUL

Diksha holds
top-10 LET
ranking
Indian golfer Diksha Dagar
maintained her position
within the Top-10 of the
Ladies European Tour's
(LET) Order of Merit de-
spite finishing tied 52nd at
the Aramco Korea Cham-
pionships. With a score of
six-over 222, the two-time
LET winner continues her
consistent performance
on the tour. Fellow Indian
golfers Pranavi Urs and
rookie Avani Prashanth are
also performing well on
the LET. The next event for
the Indian professionals is
the Dutch Ladies Open.

JIANGSHAN

Dilbag ends
9th in Asian
Weightlifting
Indian weightlifter Dilbag
Singh finished ninth in the
men's 96kg category at the
Asian Championships. The
20-year-old managed a total
lift of 339kg (147kg snatch,
192kg clean & jerk). After a
good snatch start, he
missed heavier attempts.
Iran's Alipour Ali won gold
with 390kg. This event con-
cluded India's participation
in the championships.

MUMBAI

Kirti wins at
All India Chess
Masters
WCM Kirti Patel delivered
a strong performance to
defeat Dhairya Yadav at the
All India Chess Masters
FIDE Rating tournament.
In other matches, Chris
Isaiah won against Janhavi
Soneji, while Darsh Shetty
and Yash Kapadi secured
convincing victories over
Parv Hakani and Dhruv
Patel respectively in the
ongoing chess event.

BANGKOK

Mannepalli,
Ira qualify for
Thailand Open
Indian shuttlers Tharun
Mannepalli and Ira
Sharma qualified for the
main draw of the Thailand
Open Super 500 tourna-
ment. Mannepalli de-
feated Kidambi Srikanth
after beating Kuo Kuan
Lin. Ira Sharma won her
matches against players
from Myanmar and Thai-
land. However, Ayush
Shetty lost in the final
qualifying round, and Sa-
thish Karunakaran also
exited early.

After Kohli’s Test Exit

ANI
NEW DELHI

The moment Virat Kohli
hung up his whites, Indian
cricket didn’t just lose a
giant — it lost its most re-
liable anchor at No 4, a posi-
tion synonymous with class,
composure, and clutch.

Now, Cheteshwar Pujara,
one of Kohli’s long-time
allies in the Indian middle
order, has sounded a word
of caution. Finding the right
man for the job will take
time.

“You need your best
batter at No. 4. Right now,
no one has that spot nailed
down. We’ll need a couple
of series to find the perfect
fit,” Pujara said.

Post-Kohli era:
Big shoes to fill

Kohli batted at No 4 in 99
of his 123 Tests. Since Sachin
Tendulkar's retirement, the
slot has been passed like a
baton of pressure — and
Kohli shouldered it with
authority.

Now, with the 2025 Eng-
land Test tour kicking off a

new WTC cycle, India stares
at the toughest part of tran-
sition: replacing greatness.

What makes No 4
so crucial?

Historically, the No 4 in
Test cricket has been a
team's most reliable prob-
lem-solver. For India, that
legacy began with Gund-
appa Viswanath, continued
with Mohammad Azharud-
din, Sachin Tendulkar, and
most recently, Virat Kohli.

It's the bridge between
the top order and the
middle.

Often, the No. 4 walks in
under pressure: early
wickets, turning conditions,
swinging Dukes. It's where
class meets crisis.

Road Ahead:

England, then
Australia

With a five-Test away
series against England in
June 2025, and a potential
tour Down Under later in
the WTC cycle, India must
identify and groom their
next batting rock — not just
for now, but for the next five
years.

Editorial Note
As Kohli and Rohit exit

the longest format, India
must resist short-term fixes.
The No. 4 vacancy is a rare
opportunity to shape a new
middle-order identity. And
as Pujara rightly puts it, pa-
tience and process will de-
cide who inherits that
throne.

WHO’S NEXT? CANDIDATES FOR NO 4
PLAYER STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES/CONCERNS
Shubman Gill Technique, temperament Often used as opener; No 4

unknown
Rajat Patidar Compact player, red-ball ability Inconsistent at international

level
Sarfaraz Khan Heavy run-scorer in Yet to prove in testing

domestic cricket tours overseas
KL Rahul Experience across formats Injuries, inconsistent

Test form
Shreyas Iyer Natural strokeplayer Weakness against short ball

in Tests

It’s still early days… but 
England will be a key indi-
cator. If someone per-
forms in those conditions, 
they can make the No 4 
spot their own.” 
Pujara observed

PTI
KARACHI

As the dust settles after the
India-Pakistan border con-
flict, the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is scrambling to
ensure the completion of the
Pakistan Super League (PSL)
2025, facing a major hurdle—
foreign player availability.

Withoverseasstarsunwilling
toreturn,thePCBisnowweigh-
ing a mini replacement draft to
fill thegapsbeforetheleaguere-
sumes on May 17 in Pakistan.

"This is because of the
problems the Board and the
franchises, excluding Multan
Sultans, are facing in convinc-
ing their overseas players to
return..."

FRANCHISE
OFFICIAL

PSL Resumption: May 17–
25 Window Confirmed

Though the schedule is
yet to be fully disclosed, the
PCB has committed to com-
pleting the tournament in

an eight-day sprint, hoping
to salvage playoff contention
and conclude the season
with minimal disruption.

UNSPOKEN
TENSIONS,
UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

With Multan effectively
stepping back, the rest of the
league is clinging to hopes of
full-strength squads. The tim-
ing, the geopolitical strain,

and player safety concerns
have clouded what was once
a smooth, lucrative event.

Crisis
management in a
global league

The PSL, like its Indian
counterpart, has grown reliant
on international stars to boost
appeal. The situation now
presents a stark reminder:
franchise cricket in volatile re-
gions demands contingency as
much as charisma.

PCB eyes ‘mini draft’ amid
foreign player exodus

Karachi Kings suc-
ceeded in convinc-
ing their captain 
David Warner to re-
turn along with two 
other Australian 
players." 
Franchise Insider

Some foreign
players left via Dubai
and are unwilling to
return so soon after
the conflict."
Source close to PCB

PSL’s endgame this 
year is a test of 
cricket’s resilience 
in the region." 
Sports Commentator, 
Dawn TV

PSL IN LIMBO | Franchises battle the clock-and the crisis-to keep the league alive

Plan B: Mini draft or no-foreigner clause
Should franchises fall short of convincing players to re-
turn, the PCB is prepared to pivot:
OPTION 1: Mini Replacement Draft
OPTION 2: Allow play without foreign players
OPTION 3: Field up to 4 overseas stars if available

Pujara sounds alarm
on No 4 vacancy

They deserved on-field
send-offs: Kumble
PTI
NEW DELHI

In a sport that thrives on
emotion and occasion, the re-
tirement of two titans of In-
dian Test cricket — Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma —
has come not with a grand
farewell, but with the quiet
click of a social media post.
For many, including former
India captain and legendary
spinner Anil Kumble, that si-
lence hurts more than the
shock itself.

“It is a huge surprise. Two
outstanding, great players re-
tiring on the back of few
days... I thought Virat had a
few more years left in him,”
said Kumble.

A Quiet End to
Loud Legacies

Kohli’s announcement on
Monday — mere days after
Rohit’s own Test exit — ended
a red-ball career that rede-
fined Indian cricket’s overseas
mindset. 123 Tests, 9,230 runs,
30 centuries, and a golden
period of dominance between
2016–2019. Yet, there was no
final walk to the crease, no
standing ovation.

“Every player deserves to
leave on his terms, but I think
on the field... There would
have been plenty of fans and a
roaring send-off,” Kumble in-

sisted.
Kumble also pointed to R

Ashwin's sudden retirement
earlier this year as part of a
worrying trend. In an age of
instant announcements and
quiet exits, are India’s legends
being denied their moment?

“Dressing room won’t be
the same” — Siraj, Bhuvnesh-
war Reflect

Current Indian pacer Mo-
hammed Siraj, who shared
many iconic moments with
Kohli, offered a heartfelt
message:

“You have inspired gener-
ations of cricketers like me...
Thank you for always backing
me. Dressing room won't be
the same without you.”

Veteran pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Kohli’s long-time
colleague at both inter-
national level and Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru,
highlighted his impact as a
leader:

“He deserves credit for the
way we transformed as a
team... His aggressive nature
suited Test cricket perfectly.”

Selectors must
have been caught
off guard: Kumble

India will now tour Eng-
land for a five-Test series start-
ing June 20 — a challenging
assignment that will begin the
next ICC World Test Cham-

pionship cycle.
“Rohit has retired, and Virat

is probably India’s most ac-
complished captain. You
would’ve wanted one of them
in England,” said Kumble.

He hinted that the selectors
may not have anticipated
these retirements, with the
timing leaving a leadership
and experience void at the
top.

The Legacy: Grit,
fire and
transformation

Rohit Sharma retires with
grace and reputation as one of
the most stylish openers of the
modern era.

Virat Kohli leaves behind a
legacy of fierce pride, fitness
revolution, and a world-beat-
ing Test side that conquered
overseas.

Yet, the silence of their exits
has raised serious questions
on how Indian cricket cel-
ebrates its giants.

Closing Note
In a world where farewells

often feel like finales, Kohli
and Rohit’s quiet Test good-
byes felt more like credits roll-
ing unexpectedly. As the team
moves forward, the void left
by two of India’s greatest will
be felt not just on scorecards,
but in the very spirit of the
whites.

IANS
DUBAI

India’s stylish southpaw,
Smriti Mandhana, is back in
the spotlight—this time for
edging ever closer to the top
of the ICC Women’s ODI bat-
ting rankings, a peak she last

conquered in 2019.
After a stunning perform-

ance in the recently con-
cluded India–South Africa–Sri
Lanka ODI Tri-Series, Mand-
hana now stands just 11 rating
points behind South Africa's
Laura Wolvaardt, the current
No 1.

No 1 ODI spot in sight once again

Mandhana marches
toward glory

TOP 5 ICC WOMEN’S ODI
BATTERS (AS OF MAY 13, 2025)
Rank Player Country Rating Points
1 Laura Wolvaardt SA xxx (undisclosed)
2 Smriti Mandhana India xxx – 11 pts behind
3 Beth Mooney Australia —
4 Meg Lanning Australia —
5 Amelia Kerr New Zealand —

IANS
ROME

It wasn’t easy, but Aryna Sa-
balenka doesn’t do easy any-
more — she does epic. On a
breezy evening at Campo
Centrale, the World No 1 over-
came a spirited challenge
from Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk
to book her place in the quar-
terfinals of the Italian Open
with a 6-1, 7-6(8) win. The vic-
tory took over two hours and

tested Sabalenka's resolve in a
second set that had every-
thing: breaks, nerves, and a
tiebreak full of fireworks.

“You just have to keep fight-
ing. That’s what champions
do,” Sabalenka said post-
match.

Match Recap: A Tale of Two
Sets Set 1: Sabalenka was un-
touchable, blitzing through 6-
1. Set 2: Kostyuk fought back,
led 5-3, even held set point at
7-6 in the tiebreak.

Sabalenka holds off
Kostyuk in thriller

Bradleyreveals
cocaineaddiction
LONDON: Former Tour de France champion Bradley
Wiggins admitted to struggling with cocaine addiction
after retiring from cycling. In an interview, the five-time
Olympic gold medalist said he felt "lucky" to be alive, hav-
ing been a "functioning addict" for years. He described it
as a "really bad problem" and a form of self-harm before
quitting a year ago.
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