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NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI) 

FORMER chief of Suzuki Motor
late Osamu Suzuki, late singer
Pankaj Udhas, former Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister late
Sushil Kumar Modi, and pub-
lisher of Tamil daily Dinamalar,
Lakshmipathy Ramasubbaiyer,
were among the 71 prominent
personalities conferred with
Padma awards by President
Droupadi Murmu on Monday.

Altogether 139 distinguished
persons were named for the
country’s civilian awards --
Padma Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Shri -- on
the eve of the 76th Republic Day
on January 25.

While 71 of them were given
the awards at the Rashtrapati

Bhawan’s majestic Durbar Hall
on Monday in the presence of
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah,
among others, the remaining
will be conferred with the dec-
orations at a separate function
to be held soon.

Veteran actor Shekhar Kapur,
cricketer Ravichandran Ashwin,
hockey player P R Sreejesh,
chairman of Asian Institute of
Gastroenterology and AIG
Hospitals, D Nageshwar Reddy,
violinist Lakshminarayana
Subramaniam and Telugu
superstar Nandamuri
Balakrishna, also known as
Balayya, were the other promi-
nent persons conferred with the

Padma awards by Murmu.
Among the awardees, four

received Padma Vibhushan --
Suzuki (Posthumous),
Subramaniam, Reddy and
Malayalam author and film
director M T Vasudevan Nair
(Posthumous). A total of 10 dis-
tinguished personalities were
conferred with Padma Bhushan.
They include Udhas
(Posthumous), Sushil Kumar
Modi (Posthumous),
Balakrishna, Kapur, Sreejesh,
Tamil actor S Ajith Kumar, chair-
person of Zydus Lifesciences,
Pankaj Patel, and Vinod Dham,
an Indian-American engineer,
who is widely known as the
‘Father of the Pentium’.

As many as 57 prominent per-
sonalities were conferred with

Padma Shri. These include for-
mer chairperson of the State
Bank of India, Arundhati
Bhattacharya, industrialist
Pawan Kumar Goenka, wildlife
researcher and Marathi author
Maruti Bhujangrao Chitampalli,
who gave unique dictionaries
on birds, animals and trees, and
master puppeteer Bhimavva
Doddabalappa Shillekyathara,
who was one of the first women
to practise Togalu Gombeyaata
(leather puppetry) art form.

Former AIIMS and SGPGI
director A K Mahapatra and
Punjabi singer Jaspinder Narula
Kaul were also given Padma
Shri. This year, the Padma
awards were given to 30 unsung
heroes, including 100-year-old
Libia Lobo Sardesai, who played

an important role in Goa’s free-
dom movement.

She co-founded an under-
ground radio station -- 
‘Voz da Liberdabe (Voice of
Freedom)’ -- in a forested area
in 1955 to rally people against
Portuguese rule.

The awards are given in var-
ious disciplines and fields such
as art, social work, public affairs,
science and engineering, trade
and industry, medicine, litera-
ture and education, sports and
civil service, among others.

Padma Vibhushan is award-
ed for exceptional and distin-
guished service; Padma
Bhushan for distinguished 
service of high order, and Padma
Shri for distinguished service
in any field.

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI) 

DIRECTING its leaders to either toe
the party line or refrain from com-
menting on the Pahalgam attack, the
Congress on Monday asserted that only
the recent CWC resolution along with
the views expressed by party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and
authorised AICC office-bearers repre-
sent its position on the sensitive issue.

The Opposition party’s assertion
comes in the wake of remarks by lead-
ers like Vijay Wadettiwar, Mani Shankar
Aiyar, Shashi Tharoor, Tariq Hameed
Karra and Saifuddin Soz that have trig-
gered a row, with the BJP alleging that
some from the Opposition party were
speaking “Pakistan’s language”.

The Congress Working Committee
had termed the Pahalgam attack mas-
terminded by Pakistan as a direct
assault on the values of our republic.
It also called for a comprehensive
examination of intelligence failures
and security lapses.

Both Kharge and Gandhi had
expressed support for the Government
on whatever action it takes on the mat-
ter. Congress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said, “The Congress Working
Committee had met on April 24, 2025,
and passed a resolution on the brutal
terror attack on tourists in Pahalgam
two days earlier.

“Thereafter, on the evening of April
24, 2025, the Congress President and
the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha attended the all-party meeting

and put forward the party’s views.”
“Some Congress leaders have been

speaking to the media. They speak for
themselves and do not reflect the
Congress’ views.

“There should be absolutely no
doubt whatsoever at this most sensi-
tive of times that the CWC resolution,
the views expressed by Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi and the
views of authorised AICC office-bear-
ers ALONE represent the position of
the Congress (sic),” Ramesh said in a
post on X.

Later, the Congress general secre-
tary told PTI, “As the situation evolves,
the Congress Working Committee, the
Congress president, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha will be
articulating the party’s position and
other leaders should either articulate
the party line or refrain from com-
menting on the sensitive issue.”

The statement came after the BJP
asked Kharge and Gandhi if their call
for national unity was merely a for-
mality and cited comments of Congress
leaders questioning the need for war
with Pakistan and the Pahalgan terror
attack victims’ account that terrorists
marked out non-Muslims. Former
Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
named a number of Congress leaders,
including Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, senior Maharashtra
leader Vijay Wadettiwar, Karnataka
minister R B Timmapur and Gandhi’s
brother-in-law Robert Vadra, for their
controversial comments to target the
Opposition party’s leadership.

Toe party line or refrain from commenting:
Congress to leaders on Pahalgam attack

J&K Police search dozens of places

71 prominent personalities conferred Padma awards

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, Apr 28 (PTI) 

POLICE on Monday carried out raids at
dozens of places in Srinagar, Doda and
Kishtwar in Jammu and Kashmir as part of
the massive clampdown on terror ecosys-
tem launched after the horrific Pahalgam
terror attack that left 26 persons dead.

“The searches were conducted in accor-
dance with proper legal procedures in the

presence of executive magistrates and inde-
pendent witnesses under the supervision of
the officers of J&K Police,” a spokesman said.

He said the searches were carried out across
the length and breadth of Srinagar city at 36
locations. Most of the premises belong to ter-
rorists or terrorist sympathisers. As part of the
anti-terror operations, security forces have raid-
ed more than 600 locations in the Valley in
just six days and grilled hundreds of suspects.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Under the terms of reference,
the delivery of the jets will have
to start around five years after
the signing of the contract.

In July 2023, the defence min-
istry accorded the initial
approval for the mega acquisi-
tion following a series of delib-
erations and evaluation tests of
the platform. Under the deal,
the Indian Navy will also get
associated ancillary equipment
including weapon systems and
spares from Dassault Aviation.

The Defence Ministry said
that the Rafale-Marine has
commonality with the Rafale
being operated by the Indian
Air Force (IAF). “Its procure-
ment will substantially
enhance joint operational

capability, besides optimising
training and logistics for the
aircraft for both Indian Navy
and IAF,” it said in a statement.

“The induction would lead
to the addition of a potent force
multiplier to the Indian Navy’s
aircraft carriers, substantially
boosting the nation’s air pow-
er at sea,” it said

The intergovernmental pact
has been signed by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
France’s Minister of Armed
Forces Sebastien Lecornu. The
signed copies of the agreement,
aircraft package supply proto-
col and weapons package sup-
ply protocol were exchanged by
Indian and French officials, the
Defence Ministry said.

Abdullah further said he had
no words to apologise to them.
“What could I have told a child
whose father was stained with
blood wounds, or to the woman
who was just married? They
were seeking answers as to what
their mistake was, as they had
come for the first time to enjoy
holidays in Kashmir,” he said.

He said the security in Jammu
and Kashmir is not the respon-
sibility of the elected
Government. “But I will not use
this opportunity (terror attack)
to seek statehood. How can I
push for statehood or business
rules using the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack?” Addressing the
Assembly earlier while moving

the resolution, Deputy Chief
Minister Choudhary said, “This
House expresses its profound
shock and anguish at the bar-
baric and inhuman attack on
innocent civilians in Pahalgam
on April 22, 2025.”

He reiterated the House’s
unequivocal condemnation of
the heinous and cowardly act
that resulted in the loss of inno-
cent lives. Quoting the resolu-
tion, Choudhary said, “Such
acts of terror are a direct assault
on the ethos of Kashmiriyat,
the values enshrined in our
Constitution, and the spirit of
unity, peace, and harmony that
have long characterized Jammu
and Kashmir and our nation.”

India, France ink pact of...

J&K Assembly moves...

Dayan Krishnan and special
public prosecutor Narender
Mann, accused Rana of not
cooperating in the investiga-
tion. Advocate Piyush Sachdeva
from Delhi Legal Services
Authority represented Rana.
The NIA has claimed before the
court that Rana planned sev-
eral plots similar to the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks to tar-
get multiple Indian cities,
including Delhi.

In its previous remand order,
the court directed the NIA to
conduct Rana’s medical exam-
ination every 24 hours, and
allow him to meet his lawyer
every alternate day.

The court allowed Rana to use
only a “soft-tip pen” and meet
his lawyer in the presence of
the NIA officials, who would be
out of an audible distance.

During the arguments on the
last occasion, the NIA said
Rana’s custody was required to
piece together the full scope of
the conspiracy, and submitted
he was required to be taken to
various locations for retracing
the events that took place 17
years ago. On November 26,
2008, a group of 10 Pakistani ter-
rorists went on a rampage, car-
rying out a coordinated attack
on a railway station, two luxu-
ry hotels and a Jewish centre.

Delhi court extends Rana’s...

NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI) 

THE Supreme Court on
Monday said the Allahabad
High Court was prima facie
correct in allowing Hindu lit-
igants to make the Centre
and the Archaeological
Survey of India as parties in
the Mathura Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah
dispute. The Allahabad High
Court on March 5, 2025
allowed amendments to
two lawsuits and permitted
petitioners to make Centre’s
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) as respondents.

A bench comprising Chief

Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar said
prima facie there was noth-
ing wrong in allowing the
amendment of the lawsuit
and replies to the amend-
ed plaint could be filed.
“One thing is clear. The
amendment to the original
plaint (two lawsuits) by the
Hindu plaintiffs has to be
allowed,” the CJI observed.

The bench, however,
deferred the hearing on the
plea of the Committee of
Management, Trust Shahi
Masjid Idgah, Mathura 
and tagged it with other
pending cases relating to
the dispute.

The mosque committee

made “Devta Bhagwan Shri
Krishna Lala Virajman next
friend” and nine others
including “Dev asthan 
Shri Krishna Janam
Bhoomi” and Hari Shankar
Jain as parties.

The mosque committee
said the amendment fun-
damentally altered the
nature of the original suit
filed by the Hindu litigants,
who claimed rights over the
site of Shahi Masjid Eidgah,
alleging it to be the birth-
place of Lord Shri Krishna.

Over 15 suits from differ-
ent plaintiffs are pending
regarding the same prop-
erty, raising overlapping and
competing claims, it said.

Krishna Janmabhoomi case: HC appears to 
be correct in impleading Centre, ASI: SC

SC orders return 
of passport 
to Allahbadia
NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI) 

THE Supreme Court on Monday
allowed the return of passport to
podcaster Ranveer Allahbadia to
enable him to travel abroad for
work. A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
relaxed the condition after Assam
and Maharashtra Governments
said the investigation against him
was complete.

The bench asked Allahbadia to
approach the Maharashtra cyber
police bureau to retrieve his pass-
port. The top court told
Allahbadia’s lawyer, senior advo-
cate Abhinav Chandrachud, it 
would consider his prayer to club
the FIRs against his client and
bring it in one place on the next
hearing. Chandrachud said the
Maharashtra FIR was the first
one on the issue and the
Guwahati FIR could be clubbed
with it as it stemmed from the
same facts and incident. 

Justice Kant, however, told
Chandrachud the Guwahati FIR
comprised a different set of alle-
gations, specific to people of
Assam. 

Oppn MPs seek special
session of Parliament
NEW DELHI, Apr 28 (PTI) 

MORE Opposition MPs on Monday joined the call
for convening a special session of Parliament in the
wake of the Pahalgam terror attack.

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) MP Manoj Jha wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while Communist
Party of India (CPI) MP P Sandosh Kumar sent a let-
ter to Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju, urging them to convene a special session of
Parliament to express the will of the nation and send
a message of unity.

Independent Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal had on
Sunday requested political parties to urge the
Government to convene a special session of
Parliament as early as possible in May. The former
Union minister has called for passing a resolution
condemning the Pahalgam terror attack to convey
the message to the world that the country is united.

Jha, in his letter addressed to the Prime Minister,
said the Parliament of India stands as the corner-
stone of the republic and the highest forum for dem-
ocratic expression.

“At this time of grief and testing, the Parliament
must come together to pay heartfelt homage to the
victims of the Pahalgam attack, honour their mem-
ory, and reaffirm our shared commitment to the
ideals of unity, justice and peace,” Jha said. He said
it is essential that the Government takes the nation
and its elected representatives into full confidence,
adding that a shared national response, built through
consultation and consensus, is the surest path to pre-
serving unity and safeguarding our nation.
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